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BIOGRAPHY 
 

After performing together for over 15 years, Duo PETROF has developed their own, unique concept of 
the piano duo as stage genre. Besides inspiring their exceptional quality and sophisticated style to the 
classical repertoire, Anatoly Zatin and Vlada Vassilieva, pianists of Russian origin and Mexican 
nationality, create and perform their own arrangements for piano four-hands and two pianos. 

As a result of this, they have been distinguished with many awards in the world of classical music, 
including first prize at the international competition for professional piano duos in the United States 
(2018), a nomination for the 2016 Hollywood Music in Media Awards for their iconic two-piano 
version of El Jarabe Tapatío, and the title of Contemporary-Classical ensemble of the year by the 2016 
Mexican Music Awards in New York City. Two of their albums have received Silver Medal at the Global 
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Music Awards (both on Columna Musica in 2015 and 2017). Their recordings are available on all the 
main digital platforms. 

They have performed at prestigious venues like the Carnegie Hall, Merkin Hall and Bohemian Hall in 
New York, the Moscow Conservatory and the Rudolfinum in Prague, the Shanghai Oriental Arts Center 
and the Fine Arts Palace in Mexico City, but also at the first international art festival in Kyrgyzstan, the 
Musical Spring and Silver Lyre festivals in Russia, the Sofia Music Weeks in Bulgaria and the 
International Piano Festival of the Shanghai Conservatory of Music, among many others. In 2011 their 
recital in Dallas, Texas was named among the best concerts by the performing arts magazine Theater 
Jones. 

They often collaborate with orchestras not only as piano duo but also as conductor-soloist team: 
Anatoly Zatin graduated from the St Petersburg Conservatory of Music as pianist, composer and 
orchestra conductor. In this path they find creative ways too: in 2013 they produced the first 
performance in Mexico of Scriabin’s Prometheus, Poem of Fire with coloured lights. 

Anatoly and Vlada are fervent admirers and proud ambassadors of Petrof pianos. In 2014 they 
performed the inaugural concert of the Antonin Petrof line of grand pianos in the Czech Republic, and 
since then they consider these instruments as their absolute favourites. Besides being active members 
of the Petrof Art Family, since 2018 they curate a summer music festival in Hradec Kralove: Petrof Fest 
(www.petroffest.com), bringing together exceptional masters and talented students from all over the 
world. 

Anatoly Zatin and Vlada Vassilieva are Presidents of the Piano Duo section at the World Piano Teachers 
Association (WPTA), and also members of the International Academy of Performing Arts and Sciences 
and the International Piano Duo Association in Japan. Anatoly Zatin is a laureate of the Mozart Medal 
and the UNICEF Medal of Honour, and a member of the St Petersburg Union of Composers. Vlada 
Vassilieva won the 2010 Nadia Reisenberg award for pianists in New York City while pursuing graduate 
studies at Mannes College as a Fulbright grantee. Duo Petrof is an ensemble in residence at the 
University of Colima in Mexico, where both Anatoly and Vlada teach. Their students have won top 
prizes at important music competitions in the world. 

Updated: Spring 2020 

Duo Petrof is an ensemble in residence at the University of Colima 

Anatoly Zatin and Vlada Vassilieva are Petrof Art Family members 
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ANATOLY ZATIN 
 
Composer, pianist and conductor Dr. Anatoly Zatin is winner of international music competitions and 
frequent performer at the most important music festivals around the globe. He has been awarded the 
prestigious Mozart Medal in 2015 and the UNICEF Medal of Honour in 1990 for his activities as pianist 
and conductor. He has toured Sweden, Norway, Deutschland, Finland, England, France, Italy, Russia, 
Ukraine, Japan, China, Korea, United States of America and Mexico in numerous occasions, performing 
at many of the world’s most important concert venues. He has recorded for companies such as 
Melodia in Russia, Azzurra Music in Italy, and Aurora Classical in Japan. Graduated as Doctor of 
Musical Arts at the San Petersburg’s Conservatory of Music, Dr. Zatin is professor at the University of 
Colima in Mexico where he was also chairman of the Music Department (2001-2011) and dean of the 
Fine Arts institute (2011-2016). 
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VLADA VASSILIEVA 
 
Winner of the 2010 Nadia Reisenberg Award for pianists in New York City; laureate of international 
piano competitions in the Unites States, Canada, Mexico and Ukraine; a noted soloist and chamber 
musician, Vlada Vassilieva performs at prestigious concert venues in America, Europe and Asia. 
Fulbright Garcia-Robles grantee (2008), MM at Mannes College for Music in New York City, BM at the 
Fine Arts Institute of the University of Colima, Ms. Vassilieva is a full-time faculty member at the Music 
Department of the University of Colima, and formerly guest faculty at the National Music 
Conservatory in Mexico. Audience and critics alike appreciate her mature performances, impetuous 
character and stage presence. 
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Chengdu, China (Sichuan Conservatory of Music) – 2018 

 
Shenzhen, China – 6th International Piano Festival, 2018 
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PROGRAM EXAMPLE 
Two pianos… reinvented 

 
The present program immerses the audience in the magical sound of two pianos and takes them on 
an epic journey. From the impetuous flight of Icarus to the powerful bells of the Old Capital of Kiev, an 
almost cinematic experience of great works from the classical music literature, in completely new 
versions carefully created by Anatoly Zatin and masterfully played by Duo Petrof. 
 
Suite from the ballet “Icarus”     S. Slonimsky / Anatoly Zatin 

1. Introduction 
2. Dionysian dance 
3. Icarus in solitude 
4. Forging the wings 

 
Pictures at an Exhibition for two pianos    M. Moussorgsky / Anatoly Zatin 

I. Promenade I 
II. Gnomus 

III. Promenade II 
IV. Il Vecchio Castello 
V. Promenade III 

VI. Tuileries (Dispute d'enfants après jeux) 
VII. Bydło 

VIII. Promenade IV 
IX. Ballet of the Unhatched Chicks 
X. "Samuel" Goldenberg und "Schmuÿle" 

XI. Promenade V 
XII. Limoges, le marché (La grande nouvelle) 

XIII. Catacombæ (Sepulcrum romanum) 
XIV. Cum mortuis in lingua mortua 
XV. The Hut on Fowl's Legs (Baba-Yagá) 

XVI. The Knight's Gate (in the Old Capital of Kiev) or The Great Gate of Kiev 

El Jarabe Tapatío (Mexican Hat Dance)    Traditional / Anatoly Zatin 
 

* Other works in the program to be announced 
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MASTER CLASSES 
with Anatoly Zatin and Vlada Vassilieva 

 
Music education has always been a top priority for Anatoly Zatin and Vlada Vassilieva: to preserve and 
to continue the great traditions of piano playing, traditions of singing sound and finger dexterity, of 
understanding of musical form and structure, of using the possibilities of each body to their maximum, 
but most-of-all of educating the musician’s ear. Master classes and individual lessons are offered for 
aspiring professional pianists of any age, focusing on classical repertoire of different styles and 
periods. Piano duos and chamber ensembles are also welcome. 
 

 
 

  



 

 
 

http://www.duopetrof.com 
 
8 

 

TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS (piano duo concerts) 
 

Program options: 
1. Two pianos. 
2. One piano, four hands. 

 
1. TWO PIANOS 
• Venue: Concert hall, theater or auditorium, suitable for classical music concerts.  
• Two grand pianos, tuned. 
• 3 piano benches. 
• The lid must be taken off from one of the pianos. 
• Position of the pianos: 

 
 

2. ONE PIANO, FOUR HANDS 
• Venue: Concert hall, theater or suitable auditorium. 
• One grand piano, tuned. 
• 2 piano benches. 

LIGHTS: 
• White, fixed stage lights: the keyboard(s) of the piano(s) must be well illuminated. 
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ORCHESTRAL PERFORMANCES 

Anatoly Zatin made his conducting debut with the Leningrad 
Philharmonic and throughout his career has worked with orchestras in 
Russia, Ukraine, China, Japan, Korea, United States and Mexico. A 
graduate of the Leningrad (now St Petersburg) Conservatory as 
composer, pianist and orchestral conductor (under R. Martynov), he is 
recipient of such prestigious prizes as the UNICEF Medal of Honor and 
the Mozart Medal. 

 

 
 
Anatoly Zatin and Vlada Vassilieva work with orchestras (symphonic and chamber) with repertoire 
ranging from the Baroque era to 21st. Century: concerti for piano (Beethoven, Schubert-Liszt, 
Prokofiev), piano-four-hands (Kozeluch, Schnittke), and orchestral works conducted by Anatoly Zatin. 
 

Conductor: Anatoly Zatin - Soloist: Vlada Vassilieva 
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LINKS 

 

  
 

YOUTUBE 

Channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmQi9oWAgPaWphYOlmio2Lw 

Duo PETROF’s offical playlist: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I8OzKlzCqqY&list=PLuFd10WmMuxpOrLTOHRKd7pAETCi4LLXl 

Examples of orchestral performances: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uPmGMcYFcn0 

El Jarabe Tapatio: https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1&v=I8OzKlzCqqY 

 

MORE INFORMATION 

Official website: http://duopetrof.com  

About Duo Petrof on Petrof Pianos’ official website: https://www.petrof.com/duo-petrof 

CD 2017 on Spotify: https://open.spotify.com/album/1wxRVLl1stMuivMrTPi9S0 

Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/duopetrof.dp 

Twitter and Instagram: @duopetrof  


